
 
 
May 2013 

 
Dear Middle School Families, 
 
  Trying to choose a quote to begin this letter was a challenge. The book Wonder is filled with 
quotes, precepts and inspirations that manage to touch the heart of middle school students and 
adults of any age. That is why we chose Wonder to be our 2013-2014 full Middle School summer 
reading selection and the backdrop for our diversity and inclusion work in the Middle School next 
year.  
 
 Next year’s tri-campus diversity and inclusion theme is ability and disability. Your child will 
be involved in discussions, workshops, and assemblies connecting to this area of diversity 
throughout the next school year. To kick off the year and the theme in the Middle School, students 
are being asked to read R.J. Palacio’s Wonder as one of the required summer reading books.  
 
 August Pullman, the book’s protagonist, was born with a cranial facial difference. As a result 
of this difference, August was home-schooled until the fifth grade. This book takes readers through 
August’s first year of traditional schooling and weaves together multiple perspectives to help tell his 
story. 
 
 Wonder should be an accessible reading experience for all of our students in grades 4 – 8, but 
we do encourage this as a family read for the younger grades. This is not due to the appropriateness 
of the book’s content, but rather the multiple perspectives may be challenging for younger students 
to follow. To help guide the reading, you will receive comprehension questions in the June mailing. 
Wonder will be used by teachers as a starting point for discussions in advisor groups pertaining to 
diversity and inclusion, anti-bullying and goal setting for the school year.   
 
 The book will be available through the MBS Direct bookstore starting July 1st. If you are 
interested in purchasing the book earlier, it is available at any retail bookseller. The ISBN number is 
978-0-375-86902-0. 
 
 We look forward to many rich discussions about Wonder next school year.  
  
        Sincerely, 
 

Shanie Israel & Monica Elmore 
 

“Courage.	  Kindness.	  Friendship.	  Character.	  These	  are	  the	  qualities	  that	  
define	  us	  as	  human	  beings,	  and	  propel	  us,	  on	  occasion,	  to	  greatness.”	  	  

―	  R.J.	  Palacio,	  Wonder	  
 



 
 

 
Grade 5 Summer Reading 

 
 
 
May 2013 
 
Dear Entering 5th Grader, 
 
Welcome to the community of independent readers at MKA’s Middle School. We are 
excited that you will be joining us next year and look forward to having you in our classes.  
As you know, we want you to read over the summer because reading requires constant 
practice.  Here are the two required reading assignments that you must do before 
September, but we encourage you to read as many books as you like for your own pleasure.  
 
Reading: The two required summer books (see 1. & 2. below) will be discussed in 
September in Advisory or in individual reading conferences with your Language Arts 
teacher. 
 
 
1. All students in grades 4 – 8 will read R.J. Palacio’s Wonder as a summer reading assignment 
(see separate letter, attached). 
 
 
2. The following title is required reading for all incoming 5th grade students:  
                                      Loser by Jerry Spinelli 
 
 
We will do a writing project for the required book, Loser by Jerry Spinelli, when you return to 
school in September. Please make sure that you know the main ideas, important events, and 
the main character of the required book, Loser by Jerry Spinelli. You may take notes in either 
your reading notebook for next year or on index cards. 
 
For all of your independent reading choices, make sure to choose books that you think you 
will like and that are at a comfortable reading level.  Happy reading! 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The 5th Grade Team 
 
 
 



FOURTH GRADE 
Applegate, Katherine. The One and Only Ivan. A touching 
story of the relationship that develops when Ivan the gorilla, 
held captive for years in a circus-themed mall, witnesses the 
abuse of baby elephant Ruby, realizes the horror of his 
environment, and sets out to help Ruby find a better life than 
he has lived. 
 

Avi. Who Stole The Wizard of Oz?  Becky is accused of 
stealing five books from the library.  She and her brother use 
clues from the books to find the real thief.  
 

Baum, L. Frank. The Wizard of Oz. First of a series. 
 

Burnett, Frances Hodgson. The Secret Garden. 
 

Burnford, Sheila. Incredible Journey.  
 

Dahl, Roald. James and the Giant Peach. James Henry 
Trotter is given some magic crystals and uses them to roll 
away from his evil aunts in a giant peach. He meets some 
amazing friends along the way. 
 

Eager, Edward. Any title. 
 

Edwards, Julie. The Last of the Really Great Whangdoodles. 
The Potter children go on a quest to find the last of the really 
great Whangdoodles.  Follow their journey as they encounter 
many wondrous creatures and the sinister Prock. 
 

Fleming, Ian. Chitty Chitty Bang Bang:  The Magical Car.  
 

Lin, Grave. Starry River of the Sky. The moon disappears, 
wreaking havoc on the Chinese village of a young runaway 
boy, until a mysterious storyteller arrives, prompting 
unexpected transformations. 
 

Norton, Mary. The Borrowers. 
 

O'Brien, Robert. Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH. When 
widowed Mrs. Frisby, a field mouse, cannot move her sick 
son to their summer home before the plow comes, she 
solicits the help of the Rats of NIMH. Can they help her 
before her home is destroyed? First of a series. 
 

Pinkwater, Daniel. Fat Men from Space.  Alien armies land 
and wipe out the earth's supply of junk foods.  You may 
have to eat your broccoli! 
 

Scieszka, Jon. Knights of the Kitchen Table. Thanks to a 
magic book, Joe, Fred and Sam are transported to a time 
when evil knights, fire-breathing dragons and vile-smelling 
giants roam the land.  First of a series.  Read any of the 
Time Warp Trio books. 
 

Streatfeild, Noel. Ballet Shoes. Follow the three orphaned 
Fossil sisters as they discover their hidden talents in the 
performing arts. You will absolutely fall in love with the 
girls and their passion for dance and theater. Also: Theater 
Shoes and Skating Shoes. 
 

White, E.B. Stuart Little. 
 

FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADES 
Angleberger, Tom. The Strange Case of Origami Yoda. 
Dwight's finger puppet Origami Yoda offers advice to 
any student who asks him at McQuarrie Middle 
School.  The book follows first person accounts of each 
kid who asked Origami Yoda for help as they try to 
figure out if he can really predict the future.   Includes 
directions for folding your own Origami Yoda. 
 

Balliet, Blue. Chasing Vermeer. Follow three best 
friends as they use their undeniable wit to track down a 
missing Vermeer painting. Filled with puzzles and 
adventures, this is a great pick for art and mystery fans.   
 

Black, Holly. The Spiderwick Chronicles: Book 1. Jared 
Grace finds his uncle’s Field Guide to the Fantastical 
World Around You and sets off on a dangerous adventure.  
 

Colfer, Eoin. Artemis Fowl. First of a series. 
 

Carroll, Lewis. Alice's Adventures in Wonderland or 
Through the Looking Glass. 
 

Corbett, Sue. 12 Again. Be careful what you wish for; 
you may get it.  When Bernadette McBride wishes to be 
young again, she finds herself in her 12-year-old body.  
Her family thinks that she is lost until she enlists the help 
of her son, through email, to help rescue her. 
 

Durkee, Sarah. The Fruit Bowl Project. The 28 students 
in Ms. Vallis' Writing Workshop are given the assignment 
to write a story about: school, sixth grade, reading test, 
dropped pencil, mad girl, lunch and milk out of the nose. 
Using any genre, any style or any point of view, they 
write the stories of the Fruit Bowl Project. 
 

Frost, Helen. Spinning Through the Universe: a novel in 
poems from Room 214. Mrs. Williams’ 5th grade 
students describe their lives in these poems about bullies, 
best friends, losing a pet and more. 
 

Grahame, Kenneth. The Wind in the Willows. 
 

Greenwald, Tom.  Charile Joe Jackson's Guide to Not 
Reading. Charlie hates reading and only remembers 
reading one book from beginning to end, The Giving 
Tree by Shel Silverstein.  His friend, Timmy, usually 
tells him what the book is about for an ice-cream 
sandwich, but this time Timmy won't talk.  Charlie is 
having problems keeping his perfect record of never 
reading a book.  Read this one to see if he didn't. 
 

Harris, R.P. Tua and the Elephant. 9-year-old Tua sets 
off on a daring adventure across Thailand, navigating 
crowded markets and dodging would-be captors, to bring 
the beloved elephant she freed from abuse to safety, first 
at a Buddhist temple and, eventually to the refuge of an 
animal sanctuary. 

Hiaasen, Carl. Hoot. Roy Eberhardt is looking forward 
to a new start in Coconut Cove, Florida. His first day 
goes great until he falls into the mystery with the running 
boy and the endangered owls. Will Roy be able to help 
save them in time?  
 

Horowitz, Anthony. Stormbreaker.  After Alex Rider’s 
uncle is killed, he is recruited to continue his uncle’s 
work for the MI6.  First of a series. 
 

Hunter, Erin. Into the Wild.  First of The Warriors series. 
 

Jacques, Brian.  Read any book in the Redwall series. 
 

Kinney, Jeff. Diary of a Wimpy Kid. Greg Heffley 
brings us through his first year of middle school in his 
“JOURNAL, not a diary.” First of a series. 
 

Konigsburg, E. L. The View from Saturday.  
 

Larson, Kirby. The Friendship Doll. In 1927, 58 
handcrafted friendship dolls were presented to the US as 
a gesture of friendship from Japan. This is the story of 
one of those dolls, Miss Kanagawa, who touches the 
lives of 5 different children in the course of her mission 
as a goodwill ambassador. As a result of a little magical 
realism, along with the children’s love, despite 
challenges and grief, Miss Kanagawa learns about 
compassion and friendship. 
 

Montgomery, L.M. Anne of Green Gables. 
 

Mull, Brandon. Fablehaven. When Seth and Kendra 
have to spend 2 weeks at their grandfather’s home 
Fablehaven, they eventually learn that he is the caretaker 
of this refuge for magical creatures.  Why should she 
drink the milk?  Who is that old woman in the middle of 
the woods?  Where is Grandma?  First of a series. 
 

Paulsen, Gary. The Time Hackers. Due to a strange chip 
in his laptop, Dorso and Frank, find themselves in a time 
traveling adventure to stop the evil gamesters who may 
be trying to end the world as we know it. 
 

Preus, Margi. Shadow on the Mountain. Historical 
fiction inspired by a true story of a 14-year-old boy who, 
after his home is invaded by German troops, exchanges 
letters as a courier and becomes a spy for the Norwegian 
resistance, eventually plotting a daring escape to Sweden 
during WWII. 
 

Raskin, Ellen. The Westing Game.  An eccentric 
millionaire has a group of hopeful heirs try to uncover 
the circumstances of his death before claiming their 
inheritance. 
 

Riordan, Rick.  The Lightning Thief. What if Greek 
Gods and Goddesses were real?  And what if you were 
the child of one?  Read The Lightning Thief, where your 
greatest fantasies about mythology become reality.  First 
of a series. 

Rowling, JK. Harry Potter. On Harry Potter’s eleventh 
birthday, he finds out he’s a wizard. While making new 
friends at his new wizarding school, Hogwarts, he 
discovers a pain in the mysterious lightning shaped scar on 
his forehead. Can he deal with this, new friends, and a very 
suspiciously evil teacher? First of a series. 
 

Stead, Rebecca. Liar & Spy. 7th grade Georges' dad loses 
his job and moves the family into a new apartment, where 
Georges befriends Safer, a 12-year-old home-schooled 
loner who drinks coffee and recruits Georges to join him in 
spying on a mysterious upstairs neighbor, resulting in an 
utterly unexpected twist! 
 

Stewart, Trenton Lee. The Mysterious Benedict Society. 
Four completely different, genius kids come together under 
the guidance of Mr. Benedict to help him save the city of 
Stonetown and ultimately, the world. Though seemingly 
strange, the writing is fantastic. Can you solve the same 
mysteries as the Society? First of a series. 
 

Terhune, Payson Albert. Lad: A Dog. 
 

Van Draanen, Wendelin. Sammy Keyes and the Hotel 
Thief.  Grams told Sammy that the binoculars would get her 
into a big heap of trouble someday.  When the thief in the 
hotel across the street sees her looking at him, all she can 
do is wave.  First of a series. 
 
SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADES 
Alcott, Louisa May. Little Women or Little Men or Jo's 
Boys or Eight Cousins. 
 

Asher, Jay & Carolyn Mackler. The Future of Us. It’s 
1996 and high school student Emma is excited to connect 
her new computer to the Internet for the very first time. 
When she logs in, a strange website presents itself: 
something called Facebook? Emma can’t make sense of the 
little pictures of people and descriptions of mundane every-
day activities, until she notices that some of the pictures are 
of people she knows, only they look like grown-ups. She 
even discovers a grown-up version of herself! Troubled by 
some of what she learns about the future on Facebook, 
Emma tests whether she can change the course of the future 
through her actions in 1996…and it works! But will she go 
too far? 
 

Card, Orson Scott. Ender's Game.  After the first alien 
invasion is defeated, the world governments begin training 
children to defend the Earth using video game simulations.  
Will Ender be able to defend the planet?  First of a series. 
 

Cabot, Meg. All-American Girl. Sam skips art class, stops 
a presidential assassination attempt, becomes a national 
hero and falls for the President’s son. 
Christie, Agatha. And Then There Were None. Read any 
title. 
 

Cooney, Caroline. Any title. 



 

Creech, Sharon. Any title. Walk Two Moons is 
exceptionally wonderful.  
 

Ferris, Jean. Love Among the Walnuts.  Can Alexander 
Huntington Ackerman thwart the nefarious plottings of his 
murderous uncles to save his parents and their fortune? 
 

Funke, Cornelia. Inkheart. Meggie’s father has the ability 
to bring characters to life from the books that he reads 
aloud. He reads the evil Capricorn out of Inkheart and a 
dangerous adventure to get their lives back begins.  
 

Goldman, William. The Princess Bride. This book has 
everything.  “Fencing. Fighting. Torture. Poison.  True love. Hate. 
Revenge. Giants. Hunters. Bad men. Good men. Beautifulest ladies. 
Snakes. Spiders. Beasts of all natures and descriptions. Pain. Death. 
Brave men. Coward men. Strongest men. Chases. Escapes. Lies. 
Truths. Passion. Miracles.” 
 

Haddix, Margaret Peterson. Among the Hidden.  As Luke, 
an illegal third child, is looking out his window, he sees a 
girl staring back at him.  Does this mean that he isn’t the 
only hidden child?  First of a series. 
 

Hale, Shannon. The Goose Girl. Princess Anidori is 
betrayed by her servants and hides as a goose girl to protect 
herself until she can safely claim her throne. 
 

Kidd, Ronald. Monkey Town: The Summer of the Scopes 
Trial. Frances is enamored with the young teacher, Johnny 
Scopes, and we follow the trial of the century through her 
eyes. 
 

Lawrence, Iain. The Wreckers, The Smugglers and The 
Buccaneers.   Three swashbuckling adventures.  
 

Napoli, Donna Jo. Crazy Jack.  Jack climbs the beanstalk 
and learns the true meaning of treasure in this retelling of an 
old tale. 
 

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds. Sang Spell.  Hitchhiking to 
Dallas, Josh is mugged and left on a lonely, backwoods 
road. When he awakens, he finds himself in a strange village 
that time forgot. 
 

Paolini, Christopher. Eragon. Eragon finds a beautiful blue 
stone in the forest.  When it turns out to be a dragon egg, he 
becomes the next of the lost Dragon Riders. Book 2 Eldest. 
Book 3 Brisingr. Book 4 Inheritance. 
 

Patterson, James. Witch & Wizard. Wisty and Whit 
Allgood do not know that they have magical powers until 
they are arrested by the New Order and have to learn how to 
use their powers to help them gain their freedom. 
 

Pearsall, Shelley. Jump into the Sky. Historical fiction set in 
1945 about a 13-year-old boy from Chicago sent to live in 
segregated North Carolina, and then Oregon, and develop a 
relationship with his estranged father, a member of the all-
black 555th Paratrooper Battalion. 

Pullman, Philip. His Dark Materials Trilogy:  The 
Golden Compass, The Subtle Knife and The Amber 
Spyglass. 
 

Rylant, Cynthia. God Went to Beauty School. In this 
novel, written in verse, God experiences some of the 
everyday and mundane things in the world that he 
created.  He sees a movie.  He makes spaghetti.  He even 
climbs Mt. Everest, “Because it was there.” 
 

Schlitz, Laura Amy. Splendors and Glooms. A dark tale 
set in Victorian London about the disappearance of 12-
year-old Clara, last seen at her birthday party following a 
performance by the suspiciously talented puppeteer 
Grisini, who subsequently vanished. Aided by Grisini's 
ancient rival, a mysterious witch, his orphaned assistants 
set out to find Clara and clear their names. 
 
NON-FICTION FOR ALL GRADES 
Armstrong, Jennifer. Shipwreck at the Bottom of the 
World.  The extraordinary survival tale of Shackleton 
and his crew of 27 stranded off the coast of Antarctica 
for nearly two years. 
 

Chin, Jason. Island: A Story of the Galapagos. An 
introductory chronicle of the origin and evolution of the 
island terrain and animal inhabitants over millions of 
years.  Includes three brief essays about Darwin's visits, 
the impact of tectonics, and the concept of evolution. 
 

Dash, Joan. The Longitude Prize.  The story of John 
Harrison's invention of a seagoing clock.  This clock 
would help sailors find their location at sea and 
ultimately save many lives. 
 

Deem, James M. Bodies from the Ash:  Life and Death 
in Ancient Pompeii. On the morning of August 24, AD 
79, Mount Vesuvius began to erupt and covered the 
entire city in ash.  Hundreds of years later, the city is 
excavated, and this book tells the story of that terrible 
morning. 
 

Fleming, Candace. Amelia Lost: The Life and 
Disappearance of Amelia Earhart. A thrilling biography 
beginning with the last words transmitted by the pilot 
before her disappearance and filled with fascinating and 
engaging details from Amelia’s life, all leading up to that 
moment. Artistic design, historic photographs and quotes 
from primary sources relating to Amelia bring her story 
to life and help readers understand and relate to the 
larger than life character as a very real woman. 
 

Freedman, Russell. The Boston Tea Party. A gripping 
account of the nation-defining event told through 
suspenseful text, direct quotations, and rich color 
illustrations, highlighting the participation of lesser-
known youth contributors. 
 

Gutman,Dan. The Day Roy Riegels Ran the Wrong 
Way. We can all learn from our mistakes as Roy Riegels 
found out on the day he ran the wrong way. 
 

Hampton, Wilborn. Meltdown:  A Race Against 
Nuclear Disaster at Three Mile Island. At 4 a.m. on 
March 29, 1979, a major problem begins at the Three 
Mile Island nuclear power plant in PA. Hampton gives 
an hour by hour account of the days that followed. 
 

Hirschmann, Kris. LEGO Toys. Ole Christiansen, the 
inventor of LEGO, had a motto for his company.  “Det bedste er 
ikke for godt,” which is Danish for “Only the best is good 
enough.” Almost 100 years later this is still true.  Read the story 
of one of the most popular children’s toys in history. 
 

Kraske, Robert. Marooned:  The Strange but True 
Adventures of Alexander Selkirk, The Real Robinson 
Crusoe.. Selkirk’s story is the inspiration for Defoe’s 
book. 
 

Lipsyte, Robert. Heroes of Baseball. These are the 
stories of the men who made baseball America’s 
pastime. As outfielder and manager Casey Stengel put it, 
“Now there’s three things that you can do in a baseball 
game.  You can win or you can lose or it can rain.” 
 

MacDonald, Margaret Read. Peace Tales.  A 
collection of folk tales from around the world describing 
the futility of war and ways to work toward peace. 
 

Silverman, Buffy. Can an Old Dog Learn New Tricks 
and Other Questions About Animals. You have heard the 
sayings, but are they true?  Spider silk is stronger than 
steel, and alligators do not live in the sewers in NYC.   
Find out the truth about other sayings you have heard, 
and yes, an old dog can learn new tricks.   
Read any book in the Is That a Fact? series. 
 

Rosen, Michael. Shakespeare:  His World and His 
Work. A richly illustrated biography of the Bard’s life 
and work. 
 

Sheinkin, Steve. Bomb: The Race to Build and Steal The 
World's Most Dangerous Weapon. A narrative account 
of the international competition to develop the science 
behind nuclear technology and the dramatic behind-the-
scenes political and military espionage and sabotage, 
packed with facts and primary source documents. 
 

Wong, Janet S. Behind the Wheel: Poems About 
Driving. “Forget kindergarten, sharing. / Everything you 
need to know you learn right here / behind the wheel.” 
 

Rubin, Susan Goldman. There Goes the Neighborhood: 
Ten Buildings People Loved to Hate. What do the Eiffel 
Tower, the Washington Monument and McDonald’s 
have in common?  When they were first built, everyone 
hated them.  
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