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Sports teams at MKA have
begun to go beyond the field and
interact together in a different way:
through the participation in various
charities. Both the hockey team and
the volleyball team have gotten in-
volved with giving back to the com-
munity. The result? A more tightly
knit team.

A few months ago, the vol-
leyball team began to work with
the Friends of Jaclyn foundation.
Friends of Jaclyn is an organization
which places young children suffer-
ing from brain tumors with a col-
lege or high school sports team, in
order to give the child a new group
of friends and source of support.
The volleyball team “adopted” into
their team an eleven-year-old girl by
the name of Valeria Reyes. Valeria,
unfortunately, is suffering from a
brain tumor and the volleyball team
provided the support and friend-
ship that Valeria needed to make
it through her troubling endeavor.
They held an “adoption” ceremony
for Valeria, where they were able to
first meet Valeria and give her vari-
ous gifts, such as her own volleyball
jersey. Since that time, the team has
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become very involved in Valeria’s
life; e-mailing her, having dinner
and celebrating Christmas with
Valeria, and even going so far as to
accompany Valeria to the hospital
when she was receiving chemother-
apy.

Leah Cerf, one of the senior
captains of the Volleyball team, was
the one to get the team involved with
the charity. Cerf had volunteered at
Camp Sunshine, a camp for children
suffering from terminal illnesses,

and learned about the organization
Friends with Jaclyn. She immedi-
ately got her team involved with the
organization, “I really wanted my
teammates to be involved in a cause
that has changed my life,” said Cerf.
Furthermore, the experience has
had a positive effect on the entire
team and brought the team closer
together. Sophomore Sierra Coco-
ziello, a member of the team, said
“it was something that we could put
ourselves into and feel good about.
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The girls’ swimming sea-
son recently ended, resulting in a
record of 4-2 and 4th place at the
Colonial Hills Conference. Sopho-
more Alexa Burzinski, along with
the team, had a terrific season. She
went completely undefeated in dual
meets for the 100 yard butterfly, and
at the Conference placed second in
that event. The Academy News was
interested in finding out more, and
conducted an interview.

While vacationing by Lake
Champlain in Vermont, eight-year-
old Alexa met her “inspiration.”
Even though she had always en-
joyed the water, Alexa could not
swim. After she made friends with
a girl who already was an excellent
swimmer, Alexa became determined
to succeed. Shortly she could be in
the water by herself. Within two
years, she began swimming com-
petitively.

When asked why she enjoys
the sport, Alexa admitted that she
couldn’t fully explain it. “I don’t
exactly know why I like swimming,
but | just do. It is something that
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Kevin Clark is in his sec-
ond year as an MKA Cougar after
transferring for his sophomore year.
Kevin attended Roosevelt Middle
School, and attended West Orange
High for one year. Even as a sopho-
more and with his first year with the
team, Kevin was an integral part as
a guard and forward and averaged 6
points per game. In his junior year
he decided to play football as well,
becoming a starting running back.
This winter, Kevin is back to bas-
ketball. Although the team is fight-
ing through a rough patch, Kevin
Is having a great year, averaging 1
2ppg., 6 rpg., and 2.5 spg. This year,
Kevin is a mainstay in the starting
rotation, and the entire team is look-
ing up, with a strong freshman class
as well as a strong mix of young an
experienced players. Kevin is look-
ing forward to a strong finish to the
season.

A proud member of Monjo
house, Kevin’s favorite TV show is
24, his favorite sports team is the
Los Angeles Lakers, and his most
memorable moment was winning
preps against Collegiate.

The team really came together as
one through our constant support of
her.” During tough games, the team
even found Valeria to be a source of
encouragement, as Valeria “inspires
us to play harder and defeat oppo-
nents, just as she battles her brain
tumor every day. We played for
her,” said Ms. Rasmussen, Cerf’s
mother.

The hockey team has also
gotten involved with charity work.
Earlier this year, six seniors from
the team visited a children’s hospi-
tal in Morristown. The visit was not
mandatory, yet all the team mem-
bers volunteered to go. During the
trip, the various seniors interacted
with some of the kids in the hospi-
tal, who suffered from a variety of
illnesses. They conversed with the
kids and cheered them up, as well
as giving them some gifts, such as t-
shirts, hockey pucks and sticks, and
hats. Brian Saling, one of the senior
captains of the hockey team, said of
the experience “It was really cool to
have a good time while also offer-
ing something to the community.”

FOR THE RECORD
Final Stats

Ice Hockey 6-19
Swimming (Boys) 1-4
Swimming (Girls) 4-2
Fencing (Boys) 2-7
Fencing (Girls) 8-2
Basketball (Boys) 5-16

Basketball (Girls) 9-14

3-20

Wrestling
Thanks to Ms. Han




